
�������� �� �� � ���� We welcome our visitors who are 
attending the Divine Liturgy at St. John’s parish, and we pray that 
your participation has been enriched through word, and worship. We 
invite those visitors who are baptized and/or confirmed in the 
Armenian Church or are members of a church which is in communion 
with the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. If you are a member of the Armenian Church and a 
newcomer to our community and would like information about our 
Christian Education program or any of our parish auxiliary groups, 
please call our office and we will be happy to respond to your 
questionsThe Lord Jesus Christ loves you and desires that you share 
His love with others, making this holy community your spiritual home.�
�
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Arrangements for weddings in our holy sanctuary are to be made at 
least eight months in advance.  Marriage preparation and counseling 
are required before the celebration of the Sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony. Marriages are NOT celebrated during the season of Great 
Lent according to Armenian Church Canon Law. 
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All Baptisms must be scheduled no less than two months in advance.  
At least one of the godparents must be a member of the Armenian 
Church, i.e. baptized in the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox faith. 
Baptisms are NOT celebrated during the season of Great Lent 
according to Armenian Church Canon Law. 
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In accordance with Diocesan discipline mandated by the Primate, 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, all sacraments, e.g. funerals, 
weddings, baptisms and rites of Christian burial may only be 
administered in the church sanctuary, which has been consecrated for 
the celebration of these sacred rites. 
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OUR THEME FOR THIS YEAR 
Each week look for news of upcoming events 

that pertain to this year’s festival. 
 
 

The Festival Committee invites you to a special raffle dinner 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 

Served in the main hall of St. John Armenian Church 
Wednesday, June 17, 2009, 5:30 pm 

$6.00 per person 
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This year’s big raffle tickets are $50.00 Get your raffle tickets 

before the dinner.  Sale starts this Sunday after church 
Only 320 - $50.00 tickets will be sold!!! 

 
 

 
Please call for dinner reservations 248-569-3405 

 
 

Other raffle dinner dates - all on Wednesdays 
July 22, Aug. 19, Sept. 16 
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St. John’s Mission Statement 
 
The Parish of St. John’s Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church is a fellowship of 
Christians committed to proclaiming Christ’s Gospel of salvation through 
worship, education, witness, service and a common life in Christ as expressed in 
the distinctive faith-experience and heritage of the Apostles and of our 
ancestors. We invite the faithful to know God through Evangelism, to educate 
God’s people through Discipleship and to demonstrate God’s love through 
Service. 
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Morning Prayers - ��������
���������	��
 ������� 9:00 am�
   Divine Liturgy - �������������� ��������������� 9:45 am 
      
 
	
��������
���	����
�����
�����
Today – Acts 23:12-25, 1 John 5:13-21, John 12:12-23 
Next Week – Acts 2:1-21, John 14:25-31 
 
  
���
��� �� John Yavruian�
 

�
�
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� � �Peter Argnian, Mickey Amboyan, Vince Baylerian,  

Mike Boucher, Paul Andonian, Jerry Dayinian 
HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH	
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The next day a great crowd who had come to the feast heard 

that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm 
trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" and Jesus 
found a young ass and sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter 
of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass's colt!" His 
disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that this had been written of him 
and had been done to him. The crowd that had been with him when 
he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead bore 
witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they 
heard he had done this sign. The Pharisees then said to one another, 
"You see that you can do nothing; look, the world has gone after 
him." Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 
some Greeks. So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Philip went and 
told Andrew; Andrew went with Philip and they told Jesus. And 
Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified."        
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        Yeretzgin Patricia Dagley Valeriy Bagdasarian  
 Steven Bear (CA)  Paul Derderian            
 Margaret Jamgochian    Nora March  
 Lucy Fundukian   Dr. Aris Hoplamazian 
 Michael Kapetan  (Boca Raton, FL) 
 

Special prayers for the good health of Dr. Aris Hoplamazian are 
requested by Deacon Mihran and Gayle Hoplamazian. 
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���	 � The sanctuary is in need of three 
special wooden tables for conducting blessing services and distributing 
Holy Communion. The design of tables will be similar to the candle table in 
the lobby, and the same fabricator will be used to design these new tables 
with traditional Armenian motifs and designs.  If you are interested in 
contributing toward this project please speak with the pastor  
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The Armenian Renaissance Association Sophia Chapter has released 2009 
scholarship guidelines.  See lobby carousel. ALSO, Diocesan scholarship 

applications can be downloaded from armenianchurch.net. 
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This event scheduled for Saturday, June 6, is designed to allow 
young people ages 14-18 to contribute to the mission and work of 
Habitat for Humanity in Pontiac.  Projects include landscaping of 
Habitat homes and headquarters, clearing lots for future habitat 
homes, painting shelves and trim for future Habitat homes, and 
assembling birdhouses and bird feeders for Habitat homeowners. 

 
Each youth is asked to bring $15 to help defray the cost of building 
materials and supplies.  All volunteers will need to wear 
construction-appropriate clothing and footwear, and no open-toed 
shoes. Work gloves and tools will be supplied. 
 
Each youth will need to bring: 

·  Completed liability waiver 
·  Bag lunch 
·  Refillable water bottle 
·  $15 

If you are interested, please contact Roseann or Lisa. 
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We are proud of the achievements of our youth as they pass the 
various milestones of their educational life.  The combined July-
August issue of the Torchbearer will showcase our parish’s high 
school and university graduates in a special section.  Please submit 
information about your graduate to the church office as soon as 
possible, or via e-mail to: mkafafian@sjachurch.org. We will not be 
including photos due to space restrictions. 
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St. John’s Musical Director is forming a Bell Choir 

here at St. John’s for ages 11-16. If you have a good sense of 
rhythm and some basic music skills, please contact Deacon Rubik 

for more information at 248.569.3405 or rubik@sjachurch.org 
�
�
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Authentic Armenian Dance, Ceramic Arts,  
Painting, Rug Weaving and more 

taught by professional teachers from Armenia 
 

 
The program is designed for two sessions during 
 the month of July 2009; each session will be two  
weeks long, Monday – Friday, 9:30am-3:30pm,  
on the St. John Campus. 

Minimum enrollment one session.  
The tuition is $150 per week per child. 

 There is a discount for the second child. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Deacon Rubik Mailian (248) 569-3405 
rubik@sjachurch.org  or Yvonne Korkoian (248) 398-9192 

ykorkoian@aol.com  
 

�

    WOMEN’S GUILD WILL BE SELLING KHARPERT KUFTA       
                                     AFTER CHURCH           
 
               UPCOMING WOMEN’S GUILD EVENTS 
 
SUMMER BAKING FOR FESTIVAL 2009(BAZAAR) will begin  
Tuesday, June 2, at 9 a.m.  Dolly Matoian is chairing the making of 
Kharpert Kufta.  Help will also be needed on the three following 
Tuesdays, June 9, 16, and 23 .  Come help and have fun as “Many 
hands make light work!”  EVERYONE IS WELCOME!  YOU NEED 
NOT BE A WOMEN’S GUILD MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE. 
 
Reminder to Women’s Guild members…  Book club will meet on 
Wednesday, May 27, at 7 p.m. to discuss Three Cups of Tea, by 
Greg Mortenson.  Copies of the book are available at area libraries, 
book stores, and possibly Costco. 
 
Calling all Women’s Guild Members – Plan on attendi ng our 
June Membership/Initiation/Awards Dinner on Wednesd ay, June 
3, at 6 p.m.  Meet and greet our new members, and join us in 
honoring those who have given ten to fifty years of service to our   
Church through their tireless devotion to the Women’s Guild.  Please 
call Anita Kachadurian, 248-669-8769, for reservations. 
 
SAVE THE DATE - Women’s Guild Summer Outing – Thursday, 
July 16, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Details will be in June Newsletter. 
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All are welcome to join the Women’s Guild for a fun afternoon at 
Comerica Park watching Detroit Tigers vs Milwaukee Brewers, 
Saturday, June 20.  Cost $30 includes bus and ticket.  Bus leaves  
St. John’s parking lot at 2:00 p.m. Game time is 4:05 p.m. Bus 
returns to St. John’s by 8:00 p.m.  Families and friends are invited 
to join in a fun day at the ball park.  Seats are located in the lower 
level left field.  For reservations call Joyce Obenhoff 586-754-
3984.  Hurry. Tickets are limited. 
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Friday, June 5 – CSAI presents lecture by Garo Lacinian  
“Broken Bits of Constantinople: Unknown important relics left from the 
Byzantine Empire-8:00 pm at AGBU Manoogian School 
�
Sunday, September 20 – Dinner Honoring Edgar Hagopian (details to 
follow) 
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The Feast of Holy Ascension marks the ascent of our Lord Jesus 
Christ into heaven on the 40th day after his glorious Resurrection.  
The timing is clearly specified in the Acts of the Apostles, where it is 
stated that Christ presented himself alive to the Apostles, “appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking of the kingdom of God” 
(Acts 1:3). On the 40th day, after he finished speaking to the 
Apostles, “as they were looking on, he was lifted and a cloud took 
him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9).  The Gospel according to Mark 
sums up the same story as follows: “So then the Lord Jesus, after he 
had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat down at the 
right hand of God” (Mark 16:19). The same account is also in the 
Gospel according to Luke, “While he blessed them, he parted from 
them and was carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). There are also 
several references to this event in some of the other books of the 
New Testament.��
�
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Monday, May 25 

Memorial Day Grave Blessings 
 

General Requiem – Hokehankisd Service to be held at the 
Martyrs Monument in the Etchmiadzin Section of 
Woodlawn Cemetery at 12:00 pm in memory of all 

Armenians who are buried at Woodlawn and Evergreen 
 

Father Garabed at Woodlawn 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Father Diran at Evergreen Cemetery 1:00 – 3:00 pm 

 
For grave blessings at Evergreen between 10:00 am-12:00 
pm, please phone the church office to make arrangements. 

 
�
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St. John’s is pleased to offer once again a Summer Day Camp for children 
ages 5-12. The program consists of: Arts & crafts, Sports Activities: Field 
Trips, Roller Hockey, Picnics, Armenian Baking, Swimming and more! 

 
St. John’s Day Camp is a wonderful opportunity for our children to get 
acquainted with other Armenian children, to learn about their heritage and 
to share in the exciting experience of summer day camp.  If you require 
further information or have questions, contact Lisa Mardigian at 
248.569.3405 or lmardigian@sjachurch.org 
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ARCHBISHOP SION MANOOGIAN 
VERY REV. FR. ISAHAG GHAZARIAN 
VERY REV. FR. SAHAG NAZARETIAN 
VERY REV. FR. VAHRAM NAZARETIAN 
VERY REV. FR. VARTAN KASPARIAN 
REV. FR. BEDROS MAMPREIAN 
REV. FR. KHACHIG KROOZIAN 
REV. FR. ATIG DSOTSIGIAN 
REV. FR. VAHAN JELALIAN 
REV. FR. NERSES ODIAN 
 Former Pastors of St. John’s  
 Requested by the Pastor and Parish  Council 
 
JACK HAGOP PAPAZIAN 
 
MOSES CHOLMAKJIAN, 40 th Day, Dear Husband, Father, 
Grandfather, Brother, Father-in-Law, Brother-in-Law  
 Requested by Lucia Cholmakjian 
 Orjan & James Oswald 
 Carol Cholmakjian 
 Charles & Maria Cholmakjian & Family 
 Mary Robertson 
 Tacque & Paula Derbabian 
 
ARDASH, ORJAN & CHARLES KAREKIN CHOLMAKJIAN 
JOSEPH, ELSIE & RICHARD CHALMERS 
JAMES, JAMES JR. & LAVON ROBERTSON 
MARGARET FLEISCHER 
JAMES TRAVIS 
 Requested by their loving Cholmakjian, Chalmers, Robertson & 
 Oswald  Families 
 
RAFFI KALANDJIAN, 6 th Year, Father 
 Requested by Taline, Maral, Razmig & Tamar Kalandjian 

 
 

DICRON TAFRALIAN, 22 nd Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather 
KRIKOR KASBARIAN, 40 th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great- 
  Grandfather 
OVSANNA KASBARIAN, 11 th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great- 
 Grandmother 
  Requested by Sue Tafralian 
  Levon & Crystal Tafralian 
  Denise & James Kramer & Alicia 
  Dicron Tafralian, Jr. 
  Lucine Morrell & Lauren & Paul, Jr. 
 
EDWARD R. BALIAN, 25 th Year, Father, Grandfather, Uncle,  
  Khnamee 
  Requested by Ed & Judy Balian (California) 
  Tom & Linda (Balian)  Stamboulian 
  Dr. Arpy (Balian) Hogan 
  Kristen Stamboulian (New York) 
  Charlie Stamboulian 
  Tom Stamboulian Jr. 
  Garo Baligian 
  Charles Stamboulian 
  Jim & Patricia Stamboulian 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
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In memory of Hranoush Dabanian, Charter Member of the DAWC, and 
her daughter, Rose Dabanian, long-time member and friend of the 
DAWC, te Sarkesian-Dabanian Family are offering a $1,500 scholarship 
to college students for the fall of 2009.  Scholarship criteria are: 
 

Full-time college student (undergrad or graduate) 
Must have completed Freshman Year 
Minimum 50% Armenian 
Resident, State of Michigan 
Minimum 3.0 GPA 

 
For inquiries contact Carole Basmadjian 248.879.8637 
For application form, send requests to DAWC07@aol.com 

 
Completed application forms must be post-marked  
no later than June 30, 2009. 


