
�������� �� �� � ���� We welcome our visitors who are 
attending the Divine Liturgy at St. John’s parish, and we pray that your 
participation has been enriched through word, and worship. We invite those 
visitors who are baptized and/or confirmed in the Armenian Church or are 
members of a church which is in communion with the Armenian Church to 
receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are a member of the 
Armenian Church and a newcomer to our community and would like 
information about our Christian Education program or any of our parish 
auxiliary groups, please call our office and we will be happy to respond to 
your questions. The Lord Jesus Christ loves you and desires that you share 
His love with others, making this holy community your spiritual home.�
�
���������� 	� 	� 	� Arrangements for weddings in our holy 
sanctuary are to be made at least eight months in advance.  Marriage 
preparation and counseling are required before the celebration of the 
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. Marriages are NOT celebrated during the 
season of Great Lent according to Armenian Church Canon Law.�
 

���������
������������
��	�	�	� All Baptisms 
must be scheduled no less than two months in advance.  At least one of the 
godparents must be a member of the Armenian Church, i.e. baptized in the 
Armenian Apostolic Orthodox faith. Baptisms are NOT celebrated during 
the season of Great Lent according to Armenian Church Canon Law.�

���������
�����������
��������������
In accordance with Diocesan discipline mandated by the Primate, 
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, all sacraments, e.g. funerals, weddings, 
baptisms and rites of Christian burial may only be administered in the 
church sanctuary, which has been consecrated for the celebration of these 
sacred rites. 
 
 

New Summer Church Office Hours   
Tuesday – Friday: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Closed Mondays: June 15 – September 7  
 

(248) 569-3405 
 

After hours in an emergency, please contact: 
Father Garabed’s Cell: (248) 225-9888 
John Yavruian at home: (734) 998-1183 
David Dardarian’s Cell: (248) 802-2861 
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OUR THEME FOR THIS YEAR 
Each week look for news of upcoming events 

that pertain to this year’s festival. 
 
 

The Festival Committee invites you to a special raffle dinner 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 
 

Served in the main hall of St. John Armenian Church 
Wednesday, June 17, 2009, 5:30 pm 

$6.00 per person 
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This year’s big raffle tickets are $50.00 Get your raffle tickets 

before the dinner.  Sale starts this Sunday after church 
Only 320 - $50.00 tickets will be sold!!! 

 
 

 
Please call for dinner reservations 248-569-3405 

 
 

Other raffle dinner dates - all on Wednesdays 
July 22, Aug. 19, Sept. 16 
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June 7, 2009 - Armenian Church Year 1458  

Remembrance of the Prophet Elijah 
��������������������������������� ����	����	����	����	���� ���
�����
�
�����
�
�����
�
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THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 
��������	��
�����
���
��
�

Morning Prayers - ��������
���������	��
 ������� 9:00 am�
   Divine Liturgy - �������������� ���������������� 9:45 am 
      
 

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 
Today    – 1 Kings 18:29-46, 2 Kings 2:1-15, James 5:16-20,  
  Luke 4:25-30 
Next Week –  Proverbs 9:1-6, Zecaraiah 3:7-4:9, Hebrews 9:1-10, 

John 10:22-30 
 
 
 LECTOR: �� Susan Janigian�
 
 

USHERS:� �Peter Argnian, Mickey Amboyan, Vince Baylerian,  
Mike Boucher, Paul Andonian, Jerry Dayinian 

 
 

St. John’s Komitas Choir under the Direction of  
Deacon Rubik Mailian;  Organist:  Margaret Lafian 

 



�
DAY BY DAY . . . AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25 AT NOON 
Bible Study Leader: Yeretzgin Roberta 

Bring your Bible and lunch, we will provide the coffee.  
 

Tracking Our “Treasures”  -  Sunday, May 31 

Plate Donations of the Day       $163.00 
Candle Donations of the Day            $110.00 

����
AT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE 

 

ARMENIAN GOLGOTHA: A Memoir of the Armenian Genocide, 
1915-1918 by Grigori Bakalian, Translated by Peter Balakian with 

Aris Sevag - HC - $35.00 
�

REFLECTIONS OF MY CHILDHOOD -Mangootyan Hoosherus  
A collection of traditional Armenian children’s songs, rhymes & poetry 

with CD  by Houry Yapoujian Schmeizl - $28.00 
 

 14K ARMENIAN BIBLE CHARM INSCRIBED WITH THE  
“HAYR MER” - $200.00 

 
THE PEOPLES OF ARARAT by Armen Asher &  

Teryl Minasian Asher – SC - $16.00 
 

SKYLARK FARM by Antonia Arslan – SC - $10.00 
 

SILVER JERUSALEM CROSSES - $20.00 
GOMIDAS SONGS – CD - by Isabel Bayrakdarian - $20.00 

WHAT WILL YOU REMEMBER? by Elise Papazian - $20.00 
MY GRANDMOTHER: A MEMOIR by Fethiye Cetin - $20.00 

YOUR JOURNEY INTO ARMENIA by George Mouradian - $12.00 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, June 9 – Senior Lunch – RC – Noon 

Sunday, June 14–Morning Service–9am;  Divine Liturgy–9:45 am 
Feast of Holy Etchmiadzin 

 
THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

The hinges on the door to meaningful, unified relationships are greased by 
the level of trust you have in and with those around you. 

TODAY’S GOSPEL: Luke 4:25-30 
"But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days 
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
when there came a great famine over all the land; and Elijah was sent 
to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a 
woman who was a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in 
the time of the prophet Elisha; and none of them was cleansed, but 
only Naaman the Syrian." When they heard this, all in the synagogue 
were filled with wrath. And they rose up and put him out of the city, 
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their city was built, that 
they might throw him down headlong. But passing through the midst 
of them he went away.    

�
FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
We offer prayers for the servants of God 

who entered their eternal rest this past week.  
LEVON MARANCI 
NORA DEMIRJIAN 

May Christ our Lord shed His eternal light upon their souls. 
�
�

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
    Yeretzgin Rosemarie Davidian Richard Akkashian 
  Thomas Brown   Paul Derderian            
  Lucy Fundukian   Margaret Gozmanian 
  Edward Jizmejian  Michael Kapetan 
  Elizabeth Mamassian  Nora March  
  Karl Sarafian   Art Spears 
�
SPECIAL BLESSING TABLES �The sanctuary is in need of three special 
wooden tables for conducting blessing services and distributing Holy 
Communion. The design of tables will be similar to the candle table in the 
lobby, and the same fabricator will be used to design these new tables with 
traditional Armenian motifs and designs.  If you are interested in 
contributing toward this project please speak with the pastor  
 
 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
The Armenian Renaissance Association Sophia Chapter has released 2009 
scholarship guidelines.  See lobby carousel. ALSO, Diocesan scholarship 

applications can be downloaded from armenianchurch.net. 
�
�



 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED   “Page Indicator Monitors” 

A new ministry has begun to help our parishioners navigate through 
the Holy Badarak.  If you can give one Sunday a month to help, 

please phone Father Garabed for details. 
�
�

GRADUATES…GRADUATES…GRADUATES! 
 

We are proud of the achievements of our youth as they pass the 
various milestones of their educational life.  The combined July-
August issue of the Torchbearer will showcase our parish’s high 
school and university graduates in a special section.  Please submit 
information about your graduate to the church office by June 22, or 
via e-mail to: mkafafian@sjachurch.org. We will not be including 
photos due to space restrictions. 

�
�
 

A Bell Choir at St. John’s??? 
St. John’s Musical Director is forming a Bell Choir 

here at St. John’s for ages 11-16. If you have a good sense of rhythm 
and some basic music skills, please contact Deacon Rubik for more 

information at 248.569.3405 or rubik@sjachurch.org 
 

�
�

TORCHBEARER NEWS 
The June 2009 was printed in-house and mailed this past week. 

 
Those with Internet access will be able to view the Torchbearer 

 in color on St. John’s website: 
stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 
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Authentic Armenian Dance, Ceramic Arts,  

Painting, Rug Weaving and more 
taught by professional teachers from Armenia 

 
 

The program is designed for two sessions during 
the month of July 2009; each session will be two 
weeks long, Monday – Friday, 9:30am-3:30pm, 

on the St. John Campus. 
 

Minimum enrollment one session (2 weeks).  
The tuition is $300 per child for 2-week session. 

 There is a discount for the second child. 
 
 
�
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Please contact Deacon Rubik Mailian (248) 569-3405 

rubik@sjachurch.org  or Nicole Matoian (248) 562-7553  
 

 
 
                     UPCOMING WOMEN’S GUILD EVENTS 
 

SUMMER BAKING FOR FESTIVAL 2009 (BAZAAR) 
On Tuesday, June 9, at 9 a.m., Dolly Matoian is chairing the making 
of Kharpert Kufta.  Help will also be needed on the two following 
Tuesdays, June 16, and 23 .  Come help and have fun as “Many 
hands make light work!”  EVERYONE IS WELCOME!   
YOU NEED NOT BE A WOMEN’S GUILD MEMBER TO 
PARTICIPATE. 
 
For this year’s Women’s Guild  Summer Outing we will be 
visiting St. Sabbas Orthodox Monastery, Gardens and  Tea 
Room, on Thursday, July 16, 10:15 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   Cost of 
Tour, tea, & gratuity is $26.   Call  Marilyn Sarkesian, June 2 – 
July 2, for reservations, (248) 332-6570. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

NEW WOMEN’S GUILD MEMBERS 
INITIATED JUNE 3, 2009 

 
Charlene Apigian (joined 2008, but initiated with this group) 

Heidi Aprahamian 
Elizabeth Aprahamian 

Renee Baharian 
Sandra Gleason 
Cheryl Joboulian 

Lisa Johnson 
Nancy Kevonian 

Linda Lutz 
Lisa Mangigian 
Elise Papazian 

Patricia Fantazian Poeszat 
Shirley Sarkisian 

Salpi Tachian 



St. Nersess Summer Conferences 
Registration Open, Spaces Still Available 

St. Nersess Armenian Seminary is preparing for its ever-popular Summer 
Youth Conferences to begin soon.  Dates for the conferences are: 

June 25-July 3 - Deacons' Training Program  
July 7-15 - High School 'A' - SESSION FULL  
July 17-25 - High School 'B'  
July 28-August 5 - High School 'C'  
August 7-11 - Junior High School  
August 13-19 - Post High School 'B'  

Don't miss out on an opportunity for your teen and young adult to learn 
about their faith, culture and history in a unique environment.  Each 
conference will offer daily worship, Bible study, Armenian language 
instruction, lectures and discussions led by clergy and lay leaders of the 
Church.  In addition, sports, social activities and excursions are also 
planned.  This well-rounded religious, cultural and social experience creates 
the perfect opportunity for young people to make lasting friendships and 
continue the tradition that has made the St. Nersess Summer Conferences so 
successful for nearly 50 years. 

 
Scholarship applications are available in the lobby carousel. St. John’s will 
award scholarships to students who are accepted into the scholarship 
program and a St. Nersess Summer Studies Program. Award amounts will 
be based upon availability of funds with the intent of providing full tuition, 
and will be paid directly to St. Nersess Armenian Seminary on behalf of the 
student. 

You may register by visiting www.stnersess.edu or contact 
vocations@stnersss.edu for more information.  

__________________________________________________________ 
 

DABANIAN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
Administered by the Detroit Armenian Women’s Club 

 
See flyer in lobby carousel. For inquiries contact Carole Basmadjian 
248.879.8637.  Completed application forms must be post-marked no later 
than June 30, 2009. For application form, send request to 
DAWC07@aol.com.   



++++�
BASHDON HOKEHANKSDYAN – REQUIEM SERVICE 

FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 
Today during the Divine Liturgy we offer our prayers as the community of 

St. John’s for the souls of the departed servants of Christ. 
 
ROSE MARDIROSIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Sister-in-
  Law, Aunt, Friend 
 Requested by Mark & Elaine Mardirosian & Family 
 Gloria & Terry Savory & Family 
 Harry Mardirosian 
 Aralynn & Dicran Haidostian & Family 
 Mickey Mardirosian 
 Rosemary Haroutunian & Family 
 Gladys Krikorian 
 
RICHARD M. SIMON, 2 nd Year, Husband, Father,   
  Grandfather, Son, Grandson, Brother, Cousin 
 Marcia Simon 
 Jeff & Lindsay Simon, Heather, Morgan & Kaylee 
 June Mekjian 
 Margaret Jamgochian 
 Chuck & Rosanne Simon & Family 
 Robert Simon 
 Sam & Susan Subotich 
 David & Linda Bryan & Family 
 Chuck & Lisa Jamgochian & Family 
 Dianne Jamgochian 
 Todd & Jackie Jamgochian & Family 
 
ARMENOUHI FERESHETIAN, 5 th Year, Mother,   
  Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Aunt 
 Requested by Boyadjian, Fereshetian, Palaian & Terzian 
 Families 
 
JACK KAYLIAN, 5 th Year, Cousin 
Requested by Margaret, Rosemary, Johanna, Alex Jr & Holly Barsamian 
 
MARIAM S. ZARATZIAN, 29 th Year, Mother, Grandmother,  
  Great-Grandmother 
 Requested by Mr. & Mrs. George Zaratzian Sr. 
 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Zaratzian 
 Grandchildren & Great-Grandchildren 

  
ARMEN ANUSBIGIAN 
KHORUN ANUSBIGIAN 
SIRANOOSH ANUSBIGIAN 
KRIKOR ANUSBIGIAN 
KRIKOR KASBARIAN 
OVSANNA KASBARIAN 
NEGEHOS NEGHOSIAN 
OVSANNA NEGHOSIAN 
 Requested by Richard & Emerald Kasbarian (Florida) 
 
ARMENOUHI DOCTORIAN, Mother, Grandmother 
 Requested by Nina Sarkisian & Family 
 
KOKO ISHKANIAN, Son, Brother 
ISHKAN ISHKANIAN, Husband, Father 
 Requested by Linda & Ida Ishkanian 
 
ROBERT VAUGHN KOCHAKIAN, Brother 
 Requested by Fr. Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 
ARAXIE NAJARIAN, Mother 
 Requested by Rose Najarian 
 
STELLA SANTIS, Khnamee 
 Requested by Fr. Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 
KHATCHIG SARKISIAN, Father, Grandfather 
SIRARPI SARKISIAN, Mother, Grandmother 
 Requested by Rosemary Haroutunian & Family 
 

																																											�
�
�

SEEKING PHOTO 
The honorable Brenda Lawrence, Mayor of Southfield has requested 
a photo of the Vehapar and herself that may have  been taken at the 
concluding banquet on Nov. 1, 2007. If anyone who attended that 
banquet took a photograph of the mayor and His Holiness please let 
the office know. Thank you.�

 
 
 



Divine Liturgy Summer Schedule  
June 14 - August 31 

�

 9:00 am         Morning Prayers 
9:45 am          Soorp Badarak 

 

NOTE: Requiems/Hokehankisd will be offered on the second 
and fourth Sundays of June, July and August, i.e. June 14 & 

28; July 12 & 26; August 9 & 23                     
 

Accordingly, there will be NO requiems offered on: 
June 21, July 5, July 19 (Feast of Transfiguration), 

August 2, August 16 (Feast of Assumption) 
 

PLEASE NOTE   
Requiem prayers will not be offered on… 

September 13, Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

NEW SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
In the continuing effort to economize, St. John’s business office will 
be closed on Mondays during the summer months beginning 
Monday, June 15 through Labor Day, September 7. There will be 
no administrative or office staff on the premises on Mondays during 
this period. We trust that with these extended hours St. John’s will be 
able to meet the needs of its parishioners.  
 

The summer office hours will be  
Tuesday-Friday, 8:00 am – 6:00 pm. 

 
The Recreation Center and the main building will be open Monday-
Friday to accommodate the Summer Day Camp program and the 
Arts of Armenia Summer Program.  
 
No other persons are authorized to be on the premises on Mondays 
during this period. We ask for your cooperation and patience during 
this summer season. In an emergency, you may contact the 
Administrator or Parish Council Chairman, whose phone numbers 
are listed on the inside front cover of the Sunday Bulletin, and on the 
front page of the Torchbearer.  
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St. John Armenian Church is pleased to again offer a Summer Day 
Camp for children ages 5 to 12.  St. John’s Armenia n Day Camp is a 
wonderful opportunity for our children to get acqua inted with other 
Armenian children, to learn about their heritage an d to share in the 
exciting experience of summer day camp. If you requ ire further 
information or have any questions contact Lisa Mard igian at: (248) 569-
3405 or lmardigian@sjachurch.org  

DAY CAMP SESSION THEMES & FIELD TRIPS 
 

SESSION 1: June 15 – 19 Sports & Fitness  
~Swim day~movies~Detroit Zoo 

 
SESSION 2: June 22 – 26 Mad Science  

~Swim & fishing day~Tiger Baseball Game 
 

SESSION 3: July 6- July 10 Scavenger Hunt  
~Swim day~Detroit Science Center 

 
SESSION 4: July 13 – 17 Food Network  
~Swim & canoe day~Bowling~Zap Zone 

 
SESSION 5: July 20 – 24 Art & Creativity  

~Swim day~Tiger Baseball Game 
 

SESSION 6: July 27 – 31 Christmas in July  
~Swim day~movies~Surprise field trip 

 
NO CAMP August 3-7 due to HYE CAMP 2009 

 
SESSION 7: August 10 – 14 Talent Show  

~Swim day~Nature Center~Motown Museum/Hard Rock Café 
 

SESSION 8: August 17-21 Hawaiian Luau 
~Beach Party~Lucky Strike 
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